The establishment of an association to provide, gratuitously, artificial limbs to all officers, soldiers, or sailors, who have been maimed in the service of the Confederate States, has been already noticed in these columns. The fact of its successful operation should not be without its effect on operative surgery in the future.
Up to this stage in the war, the principal and paramount consideration with each conscientious surgeon, who amputated a limb, was that great deformity, or a speedy and miserable death, could only be prevented b}' this mutilation. The 
